Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 AMMAN 08619 100740Z 
17 

ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 /026W 

071609 

P R 100634Z NOV 75 
FM AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6096 
INFO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

SEC RET AMMAN 8619 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, EG, SY, JO, US 

SUBJECT: TALK WITH PRIME MINISTER RIFAI MIDDLE EAST 
DEVELOPMENTS 

1. SUMMARY. I MET WITH RIFAI NOVEMBER 9 TO DISCUSS NUMBER 
OF SUBJECTS. HE INQUIRED ABOUT PRESIDENT SADAT'S VISI TO 

THE UNITED STATES AND WE DISCUSSED RESULTS IN GENERAL TERMS. 

HE NOTED THAT HE HAD SEEN NO CHANGE IN SYRIAN ATTITUDES BUT 
STILL EXPECTED SOMETHING TO BE DONE ABOUT RENEWING UNDOF 
MANDATE. RIFAI SAYA NO DATE HAS YET BEEN SET, BUT EXPECTS 
ASAD'S VISIT IN JORDAN AFTER THE 22ND OF NOVEMBER WHEN 
SIHANOUK LEAVES SYRIA. KING WILL GO TO SAUDI ARABIA 
PROBABLY BETWEEN HIS BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION (NOVEMBER 14-15) 

AND ASAD'S ARRIVAL TO SEEK MONEY FOR FULL AIR DEFENSE 
PACKAGE. RIFAI ALSO MENTIONED KING PLANS TWO TO THREE WEEK 
EUROPEAN VISIT BEGINNING IN MID-JANUARY. END SUMMARY. 

2. RIFAI RAISED WITH ME EARLY IN OUR MEETING THE QUESTION 

OF THE RESULTS OF PRESIDENT SADAT’S TRIP TO THE UNITES STATES. 

HE SAID HE HAD SEEN NO US COMMITMENT ON ARMS OR ON DEALING WITH THE 
PALESTINIANS AND WONDERED WHAT HAD BEEN PRODUCED. HE PUT SPECIAL 
EMPHASIS ON THE FACT THAT SADAT HAD TOLD HIM PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE 
THAT NOW THAT US CONGRESS HAD APPROVED ASSIGNING TECHNICIANS 
TO THE SINAI, IT WAS VIRTUALLY CERTAIN THAT CONGRESS COULD 
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BE BROUGHT ON BOARD IN THE SALE OF WEAPONS TO EGYPT. 
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3. I REVIEWED FOR RIFAI THE MAJOR RESULTS OF THE VISIT 
WHICH WE HAVE FOLLOWED HERE THROUGH THE WIRELESS FILE AND 
PRESS. I REMINDED HIM OF THE SUBSTANTIAL SUM OF ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE ($750 MILLION) INCLUDED IN THE MIDDLE EAST PACKAGE FOR 
EGYPT THIS YEAR AND ALSO OF THE AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE TO SUPPLY 
TWO NUCLEAR REACTORS TO EGYPT AND OF OUR ANNOUNCED INTENTION 
TO CONTINUE TO SEARCH FOR PEACE IN THE AREA. I FURTHER DISCUSSED 
WITH HIM THE STATEMENTS WHICH SADAT HAD MADE IN THE US, 

INCLUDING SADAT'S VERY SUCCESSFUL APPEARANCE BEFORE A JOINT SESSION 
OF CONGRESS AND HIS NUMEROUS MEETINGS WITH THE PRESIDENT 

AND THE SECRETARY. RIFAI READILY AGREED WITH ME THAT THE 
PUBLIC RELATIONS ASPECT OF THE TRIP SEEMED TO HAVE BREN 
VERY SUCCESSFUL AND SEEMED TO SHARE A GENUINE PLEASURE THAT 
THE ARAB CAUSE HAD BEEN WELL AND FORCEFULLY PRESENTED. 

RIFAI EVEN MENTIONED THAT SYRIAN PRESS SEEMED TO HAVE FOUND 
AT LEAST ONE POSITIVE NOTE IN THE SADAT VISIT - THE 
FREQUENT AND HEAVY EMPHASIS WHICH SADAT HAD PLACED ON THE 
NEED TO DO SOMETHING FOR THE PALESTINIANS. RIFAI WAS 
OBVIOUSLY LESS ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THIS ASPECT OF THE VISIT 
AND RECALLED THAT ONE OF THE MAJOR THEMES WHICH SADAT 
PLAYED DURING RIFATS LAST VISIT TO EGYPT WAS TO ENCOURAGE THE 
KING AND JORDAN, IN SPITE OF THE RABAT DECISIONS, NOT TO GIVE 
UP ON THEIR INTERESTS IN THE WEST BANK. THE LATTER POINT WAS 
MADE SPECIFICALLY IN CONNECTION WITH JORDANIANS' INTENTIONS 
TO HOLD PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS IN THE EAST BANK WHICH 
RIFAI SAID SADAT STRONGLY DISCOURAGED. (SEE SEPTEL.) 

4. RIFAI, IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS FROM ME, INDICATED THERE 
WAS NO SHIFT IN SYRIAN POSITION AS HE SAW IT. NEVERTHELESS, 

HE STILL FELT THAT SYRIA COULD BE PERSUADED TO RENEW THE 
UNDOF MANDATE BY MEANS OF ONE OR ALL OF THE DEVICES WHICH 
HE HAD PREVIOUSLY SUGGESTED - WALDHEIM VISIT, INCLUSION 

OF HUSSEIN IN THE DECISION TO RENEW, OR A UN RESOLUTION 
WITH SOMETHING IN IT FOR SYRIA. 

5. HE SAID THAT NO DECISION HAD YET BEEN MADE ON WHEN ASAD 
WOULD COME TO AMMAN ALTHOUGH IN PRINCIPLE IT WAS AGREED HE 
WOULD COME IN LATE NOVEMBER. HE RECALLED THAT SIHANOUK 
WOULD BE IN DAMASCUS BETWEEN THE 18TH AND 22ND OF NOVEMBER 
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AND IN NEXT FEW DAYS HE WOULD MOVE TO NAIL DOWN AD AD'S 
VISIT TO AMMAN WHICH EH EXPECTED WOULD BE SHORTLY AFTER THE 
END OF THE SIHANOUK VISIT TO DAMASCUS. 

6. HE ALSO NOTED THAT KING WOULD BE GOING TO JIDDA TO 
PRESENT TO SAUDIS TOTAL FIGURE ON FUNDING FOR JORDANIAN 
AIR DEFENSE WHICH NOW IS CLOSE TO $600 MILLION. RIFAI 

FELT ONLY THE KING COULD NAIL DOWN THE COMMITMENT AND THE 
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VISIT WOULD COME BETWEEN THE KING'S BIRTHDAY (NOVEMBER 14-15) 

AND THE ASAD VISIT, OR FOLLOWING THE ASAD VISIT IF IT WAS 
NOT CONVENIENT FOR SAUDIS IN THE MID-NOVEMBER PERIOD. 

7. RIFAI ALSO MENTIONED THAT KIGN WOULD BE TRAVELLING TO 
EUROPE IN MID- JANUARY FOR TWO OR THREE WEEKS, PROBABLY AS 
HE DID LAST YEAR TO SWITZERLAND. 

8. COMMENT: WHILE JORDANIANS HAVE BEEN CAREFUL IN 
NOT SOLICITING ANY FURTHER INFORMATION ON SADAT TRIP, 

AND STILL EXPECT A REPORT FROMSADAT VIA A VISIT FROM HUSNI 
MUBARAK IN THE NEAR FUTURE, IF THERE ARE ANY ADDITIONAL POINTS 
WHICH DEPARTMENT WISHES TO HAVE MADE, FIRAI'S OPENING 
PRESENTS A CONVENIENT OPPORTUNITY. IN THIS CONNECTION, 

UNLESS DEPARTMENT SEES SPECIAL ADVANTAGE, IN ANOTHER METHOD, 
WOULD WISH ANY INFORMATION TAKE FORM OF TALINNG POINTS WHICH I 
CAN USE BOTH WITH RIFAI AND KING. NOTE: POST JUST RECEIVED 

STATE 265543 WHICH NOT AVAILABLE WHEN ABOVE DRAFTED. END COMMENT. 
PICKERING 
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